Attorney Docket No. 



MERCHANT & GOULD P.C. 



United States Patent Application 
COMBINED DECLARATION AND POWER OF ATTORNEY 

As a below named inventor I hereby declare that: my residence, post office address and citizenship are as stated below next to my 
name; that 

I verDy believe I am the original, first and sole inventor (if only one name is listed below) or a joint inventor (if plural inventors 
are named below) of the subject matter which is claimed and for which a patent is sought on the invention entitled: 
OPTICAL ELEMENT, OPTICAL HEAD, OPTICAL INFORMAHON RECORDING AND REPRODUCTION APPARATUS, 
COMPUTER, IMAGE RECORDING DEVICE, IMAGE REPRODUCTION DEVICE, SERVER AND CAR NAVIGATION SYSTEM 



The specification of which 

a. □ is attached hereto 

b. S was fUed on as application serial no. and was amended on (if applicable) (in the case 

of a PCT-filed application) described and claimed in international no. PCT/JP03/04943 fi led on April 18. 2003 and as amended on 

June 24. 2004 (if any), which I have reviewed and for which I solicit a United States patent. 

I hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above-identified specification, including the claims, as amended by 
any amendment referred to above. 

I hereby claim foreign priority benefits under Title 35, United States Code, § 119/365 of any foreign application(s) for patent or inventor's 
certificate listed below and have also identified below any foreign application for patent or inventor*s certificate having a filing date before 
that of the application on the basis of which priority is claimed: 



a. O no such applications have been filed. 

b. S such applications have been filed as follows: 



1 FOREIGN APPUCATION(S), IF ANY, CLAIMING PRIORITY UNDER 35 USC § 


119 


COUNTRY 


APPUCATION NUMBER 


DATEOFFIUNG 
(day, month, year) 


DATE OF ISSUE 
(day, month, year) 


Japan 


2002-115828 


18 April 2002 






2002-115829 


18 April 2002 




1 ALL FORE] 


[GN APPUCATION(S), IF ANY, FILED BEFORE THE PRIORITY APPUC 


ATION(S) 


1 COUNTRY 


APPLICATION NUMBER 


DATE OF FILING 
(day, month, year) 


DATE OF ISSUE 
(day, month, year) 











I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code, § 120/365 of any United States and PCX international application(s) listed 
below and, insofar as the subject matter of each of the claims of this application is not disclosed in the prior United States application in the 
manner provided by the first paragraph of Title 35, United States Code, § 112, 1 acknowledge the duty to disclose material information as 
defined in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, § 1.56(a) which occurred between the filing date of the prior application and the national 
or per international filing date of this application. 





DATE OF FEUNG (day, month, year) 


STATUS (patented, pending, abandoned) 


1 — 







I hereby claim the benefit under Tide 35, United States Code § 119(e) of any United States provisional application(s) listed below: 



U^. PROVISIONAL APPUCATION NUMBER 


DATE OF FUJNG (Day, Month, Year) 







I acknowledge the duty to disclose infonnation that is material to the patentability of this application in accordance with Title 37, Code of 
Federal Regulations, § U6 (reprinted below): 

§ 1^6 Duty to disclose information material to patentability. 

(a) A patent by its very nature is affected with a public interest. The public interest is best served, and the most effective 
patent examination occurs when, at the time an application is being examined, the Office is aware of and evaluates the teachings of all 
information material to patentability. Each individual associated with the filing and prosecution of a patent application has a duty of candor 
and good faith in dealing with the Office, which includes a duty to disclose to the Office all information known to that individual to be 
material to patentability as defined in this section. The duty to disclose information exists with respect to each pending claim until the 

. claim is canceled or withdrawn from consideration, or the application becomes abandoned. Information material to the patentability of a 
claim that is canceled or withdrawn from consideration need not be submitted if the information is not material to the patentability of any 
claim remaining under consideration in the application. There is no duty to submit infonnation which is not material to the patentability of 
any existing claim. The duty to disclose all information known to be material to patentability is deemed to be satisfied if all information 
known to be material to patentability of any claim issued in a patent was cited by the Office or submitted to the Office in the manner 
prescribed by §§ 1.97(b)-(d) and 1.98. However, no patent will be granted on an application in connection with which fraud on the Office 
was practiced or attempted or the duty of disclosure was violated through bad faith or intentional misconduct. The Office encourages 
applicants to carefully examine: 

(1) prior art cited in search reports of a foreign patent office in a counterpart application, and 

(2) the closest information over which individuals associated with the frling or prosecution of a patent application 
believe any pending claim patentably defines, to make sure that any material information contained therein is disclosed to the Office. 

(b) Under this section, information is material to patentability when it is not cumulative to information already of record or 
being made of record in the application, and 

(1) It establishes, by itself or in combination with other information, a prima facie case of unpatentability of a claim; 

or 

(2) It refutes, or is inconsistent with, a position the applicant takes in: 

(i) Opposing an argument of unpatentability relied on by the Office, or 

(ii) Asserting an argument of patentability. 

A prima facie case of unpatentability is established when the information compels a conclusion that a claim is unpatentable imder the 
preponderance of evidence, burden-of-proof standard, giving each term in the claim its broadest reasonable construction consistent with the 
specification, and before any consideration is given to evidence which may be submitted in an attempt to establish a contrary conclusion of 
patentability. 

(c) Individuals associated with the filing or prosecution of a patent application within the meaning of this section are: 

(1) Each inventor named in the application: 

(2) Each attorney or agent who prepares or prosecutes the application; and 

(3) Every other person who is substantively involved in the preparation or prosecution of the application and who is 
associated with the inventor, with the assignee or with anyone to whom there is an obligation to assign the application. 

(d) Individuals other than the attorney, agent or inventor may comply with this section by disclosing information to the 
attomey, agent, or inventor. 

(e) In any continuation-in-part application, the duty under this section includes the duty to disclose to the Office all 
information known to the person to be material to patentability, as defined in paragraph (b) of this section, which became available between 
the filing date of the prior application and the national or PCT intemational filing date of the continuation-in-part application. 
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I hereby appoint the following attomey(s) anci/or patent agent(s) to prosecute this application and to transact all business in the Patent and 
Trademark Office connected herewith: 



Ali, M. Jeffer 


Ree No 46 359 






Altera, Allan G. 


Ree No 40 274 


Tjjiier nealfin T* 

1 <<1 tAW>A , -l^t^rtl^ III X . 


Rea No 47 8Q9 


Anderson, Gregg I. 


Reff No 28 828 


Leach III Thomas J 


Rea No P-S^ 188 


Batzli Brian H 


Reff No 32 960 


T^v*tiarrl fTiHctoolier T 


Rea No 41 Q40 


Beard, John L. 


Ree No 27 612 

AXWg^# A ^ V» A# # ^ 


I^wi^ freorae 

1 ^> W IS J V^> 


Pea No 53 214 


Bems John M 


Re? No 43 496 


X^wLIO, IVlOla 1Z>. 


RecT No 40 Cif\f\ 


Blackburn MurreU W 


Ree No 50 881 


M^rOonfllH Daniel W 


Rea No ^^9 044 


Bortolotti Rebecca 


Ree No 51 488 


ivi^xxj.i^iw, .11., w xiixoiii r. 


Rea No 44 091 


Branch Jnhn W 

Ul ollWU, J villi TT • 


Rea Nn 4.1 


jviueuer, x^ougias x . 


17err KTrt "^O '^OO 

iveg. INO. jkIjjuu 




Rea Nn 41 64.'^ 


^Jelcmi Anna \A 


1?e» Mn ASl Q'X^ 
iveg. INO. *rO,>3J 


jji ucas, OLwVdi Var* 


Rea No '^A 1 


xalMllla, IXoflCy J. 


Re«» Nr» 40 'Xf\A 
iveg. INO. *fU,JO*f 


oyiiiCf j^LUUa ivi. 


Reo Mo "^7 AflA 


i^auiy, uaniei wi. 


Jfe^n XTrfc Art 19^5 

Keg. INO. 4U,1ZJ 


Camnbell Keith 


Rea No 4fi S07 


X ClClbUU, T^yic X . 


Reo Nrt 4/^ QftO 

xv-cg. INO. ^tOyZ/oy 


PliffnrH Jnhn A 

V^llXXUlU, JUllll 


Rea No '^n 947 


i^niixips, jonn o. 


Keg. INO. J /,ZUO 




l\Cg. INO. 'tOjO'fy 


Pino, Mark J. 


Keg. INO. 43,c5^o 


Daicmsiiilt UnnsilH A 
xyAiguauii, xvuiioiu 


Rea No 7S Q^R 


v^uoicy, X erry 


Pen Mrk 9^ 1 Aft 
Keg. XNO. Z^,14'0 


i^cu.Cjr, i^ciiiiia £V« 


Reo No '^4 QQ4 


Kanaaii, josnua in. . 


Keg. XNO. OU, /i7 


Dal^v William T 

Ix/aiCjr, W lUlcllIi J. 


Rea No S9 471 


Kcicn, Jonn k^. 


Keg. INO, J /, /Uj 


T)aiiltrtn Tiilif* 1? 


Rea No '^fi 41 4 


IxCXlaxlU, CaJl LJ, 


P*»« "Mrk 9^ 7/^7 
Keg. INO. Zj,/0/ 


DeVrieQ ^mifh ICath^rin^ fi/l 

V Il&S OilULll, xVAtXldlUC XVJI* 


Rea No 49 1 


Rnath Paul O 
ivOaUl, X aUi 


Pe» XTrt A^ OA^ 
Keg. XNO. 'I'jjU'f J 


DiPietrn Mart T 


Rea No OR 707 


ocnniaiiz, i.iaviQ vj. 


Keg. XNO. 3y,oZo 


DoQCAtch IV^atthew A 


Rea No 48 QS7 


J wii mn an, ivkam. u. 


Pecv Nrt '%1 107 

Keg. XNO. jiyiy/ 


Kdell Robert T 


Rea No 90 1R7 


oCDiiijianii, jvncnaei u. 


Keg. XNO. 3U,4ZZ 


P^on Rvan ^anHrsi 
jxycLii, OcUiuia 


Rea No '^0 AA7 


C/«ii11 T'lmrtfliir Xi. 

ocuil, iiinoiny o. 


Keg. INO. 'fZjlj/ 


J. i t^OlUllUV^llO, xVolVll 


Rea No SO 470 


ocuoiu, oicgui y /\., 


P*»#T Mr* 'X'X 9cn 
Keg. INO. jJ),ZoU 


frJirlijino r^'firictina \A 
VjaLiKiiiu, v^iiiiaiiiia iVi. 


Rea No 'M ft9R 


oKOOg, XViaXK 1 . 


P<>n Mrk Art 1 'TC 
Keg. XNO. *I-U,1 /o 


VJaJJLliCy, IVlaLLllOnr 1VA« 


Rea No d,f\ 71 7 


oorge, ^eiui jvi. 


Keg. XNO. DU,o03 


^ oo^ ' IViaiiiicw J. 


R<»o No 44 19^ 


diewaix, /\ian k. 


Keg. INO. 4 /,y /4 


Onlla rTiarlec P 


Rea No 9^ RQ^ 


3LOLL'i^ex3exi, Ajrsiin i^. 


PeA M/^ A'i 1#iA 
Keg, XNO. 4J,xO*r 


vJUilUcUX, /Vlall vj. 


R#»cT Nrk '^Jl 479 


Sullivan, Timothy 


Keg, INO. 4/,y<>i 


fxof'FrPYlQori r*ar^n ¥ 
VJULXl&Uovll, VJolCil J. 


Rea No 44 799 


owenson, uriK kj. 


Port Mrt A<J 1 A7 
Keg. INO. 4D,X4/ 


rrniilH Tnhn D 

VJilUlU, JVJiill u. 


Rea No 1 R 99*^ 


1 eiieKson, i^avia jv. 


Pa«v Mr* 11/1 

Keg. XNO. jZ,J14 




Xveg. INO. H-ljOUf 


iremDatn, Jon k. . 


Keg. IMO. ao,344 


vjicdcus, junu J. 


Iveg. xNO. JJyLLZ. 


Tunheun, Nlarcia A. 


Keg. XNO. 4Z,ioy 


FlaaCK, JUiUl I^. 


Keg. INO. JOfi^^ 


Unaermll, Aioert 1^. 


Keg. No. 27,403 


Tfamre P'lirtic 

XaoIUIC, wlUllo O. 


Ri»a Nr> 90 1 ftS 


Vidovich, ICnstin K. 


pArr Mr* A1 AAQ. 

Keg. XNO. 41,44o 


l-T**nTiino'C IV^arlr 


Rea No 4R 0JR9 


Woni, jonn k. 


Pa«v Mi% 'X'X f\AA 
Keg. XNO. JJ>,U44 




Rea No 49 ^/^O 


weiier, i^aui /v. 


Paa Mrt "jfi fion 

Keg. XNO. ZUyOVU 




Reo No '^1 R'^R 
IvCg. INO. 


\K7t««f olr-av T«%1««« T3 

wniiaKer, jonn n,. 


Pa«» Mr* AO OOO 

Keg. XNO. 


nope, i^unoru j. 


Tft^n Mrk Aid 7*7/1 
IvCg, INO. 


Wiegand, Jamie 


Reg. No. Dz,3ol 


nomsuy, iii, /viion 


Keg. INO. 4/,zyy 


Wier, Usvia L). 


Reg. No. 48,229 


jacooson, v^narics /\, 


Keg. INO. jJ,UOl 


Williams, Douglas J. 


Keg. No. 27,U54 


ToVinc N^ir'linl i»c P 


Rea No dfi QQS 


AVithers, James D. 


Port Mr* AC\ 

Keg. NO. 4U,J /o 


Tr*Hnctr»n Qr»r*ft 


KCg. INO. jy^/^X 


Wong, Bryan A. 


Keg. No. jU,o3o 


XVrtI III jlV.jf , AUl/Cli AV. 


Rea No SO 471 
XvCg. INO. DUy*r / 1 


wong, 1 nomas o. 


Pa/v Mr* AQ <ZT7 

Keg. NO. 4o,J / / 


Kellv Zacharv J 


Rea No 53 108 


Tim Xinalrana 

.^Vla, X 1111 X lAl^Mtllg 


Rea No 4^ 949 


Kettelberger, Denise 


Reg. No. 33,924 


Zeuli, Anthony R. 


Reg. No. 45,255 


Keys, Jeramie J. 


Reg. No. 42,724 






Knearl, Homer L. 


Reg. No. 21,197 






Korver, Joshua W. 


Reg. No. 51,894 






Kowalchyk, Alan W. 


Reg. No. 31,535 






Kowalchyk, Katherine M. 


Reg. No. 36,848 






Lamberty, Michael 


Reg. No. 50,760 






Larson, James A. 


Reg. No. 40,443 







I hereby authorize them to act and rely on instructions from and communicate directly with the person/assignee/attomey/firm/ organization 
who/which first sends/sent this case to them and by whom/which I hereby declare that I have consented after full disclosure to be 
represented unless/until 1 instruct Merchant & Gould P.C. to the contrary. 
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I understand that the execution of this docnunent, and the grant of a power of attorney, does not in itself establish an attorney-client 
relationship between the undersigned and the law firm Merchant & Gould P.C., or any of its attorneys. 
Please direct all correspondence in this case to Merchant & Gould P.C. at the address indicated below: 

^J4erchant-<S'i Gould P.C. - 

Minneapolis, MN 55402-0903 



I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all statements made on information and belief are 
believed to be true; and further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are 
punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code and that such willful false statements 
may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issued thereon. 



Full Name 
Of Inventor 



Family Name 
-SAftfO 



First Given Name 



Second Given Name 



Residence 
& Citizenship 



City 



State or Foreign Country 

Osaka, Japan 



Country of Citizenship 

Japan 



Mailing 
Address 



Address 
2-21-30-40A, Shinmori, Asahi-ku 



City 

Osaka-shi 



Stote & Zip Code/Country 
Osaka 535-0022/ JAPAN 



Signature of Inventor 201: 



Date: 





Full Name 


Family Name 


First Given Name 




Second Given Name 


2 


Of Inventor 


JSXa^CMA^ 


















J 


Residence 
& Citizenship 


City \jf? J 
Hirakata=shi- ^ ^yV-Z 


State or Foreign Country 
Osaka, Japan 


Country of Ottzenship 

Japan 




Mailing 


Address 


City 




State & Zip Code/Country 




Address 


1-36-7, Kuzuha-mendori-cho 


Hiralcata-shi 




Osaka 573-1113/ JAPAN || 



Signature of Inventor 202: 



Full Name 
Of Inventor 



Family Name 
WADA 



First Given Name 
, -tfideaen 



Date: 



Second Given Name 



Residence 
&.Citizenship 



City 
Uii-shi 



State or Foreign Country 
Kyoto. Japan 



Country of Cltizensliip 

Japan 



Mailing 
Address 



Address 
48-303, Kohatanishiura 



City 
Uji-shi 



State & Zip Code/Country 
Kyoto 611.0002/ JAPAN 



Signatur.oflnventor203: ^4JiJ,^^^ }^ 



Date: 



OcXri^ 1^ 2.00 iju 



Full Name 
Of Inventor 



Family Name 
YASUDA 



First Given Name 
AIcihirQ ^ 



Second Given Name 



Residence 
& Citizenship 



City 

Katano^shi*-^ 



State or Foreign Country 
Osaka, Japan 



Country of Citizenship 
Japan 



Mailing 

Address 



Address 

4-28-403, Amanogahara-cho 



City 

Katano-shi 



State & Zip Codc/Countiy 
Osaka 576-0034/ JAPAN 



Signature of Inventor 204: 



Date: 
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7^ ^ 10/511867 

^ oToi W'd pcT/pr i ft OCT 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE ' ° 



Applicant: SANOetal. Docket No. 10873.1557USWO 

Filed: October 18, 2004 

Title: OPTICAL ELEMENT, OPTICAL HEAD, OPTICAL INFORMATION 

RECORDING AND REPRODUCTION APPARATUS, COMPUTER, 
IMAGE RECORDING DEVICE, IMAGE REPRODUCTION DEVICE, 
SERVER AND CAR NAVIGATION SYSTEM 



CERTIFICATE UNDER 37 CFR 1.10: 

"Express Mail" mailing label number: EV 408491859 US 

Date of I}eposit: October 18, 2004 

I hereby certify that this paper or fee is being deposited with the U.S. Postal Service/Express Mail Pos^OfTice to 
Addressee" service under 37 CFR 1 . 10 on the date indicated above and is addresssO to Cpnlfm^io^eflbr Patents, Mail 
Stop PCT, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. PL-/ / ^^^^ 

By: V// ( y''^ 

Name: OavijK?rtiz 

COMMUNICATION UNDER 37 C.F.R. $1.32(c)(3) 

Mail Stop PCT 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.32 (c)(3) please appoint the following 10 practitioners named in 
the Power of Attorney to be recognized by the U.S. Patent Office as being of record in the above- 
identified application: 



Brian H. BatzU (32,960) 
John A. CHfford (30,247) 
John J. Gresens (33,1 12) 
Curtis B. Hamre (29,165) 
Robert A. Kalinsky (50,471) 

The undersigned was named on the 1 



James A. Larson (40,443) 
Douglas P. Mueller (30,300) 
Joshua N. Randall (50,719) 
Michael D. Schumann (30,422) 
Gregory A. Sebald (33,280) 

of Attorney. 



Respectfully submitted. 



Dated: October 18. 2004 



DPM/jh 



MERCHANT & GOULD P.C. 
P.O. Box 2903 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402-0903 
(612) 36^-5300 



By. 





DoiMas P. Mueller 
Reg.TNo. 30,300 



23552 



PATENT TRADEMARK OFFICE 



